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Horsell Directory
St Mary’s Church www.stmarys-horsell.org.uk

Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals � 772134
Parish Office open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9.00am-1.00pm

� office@stmarys-horsell.org.uk
Vicar Revd Sarah Hayes, The Vicarage, Wilson Way � 721901
Assistant Minister Revd Peter Brown � 765308
Church Wardens Helen Edwards � 757169

Michael Couper � 770920
Children’s Worker Marcus Brookfield � children@stmarys-horsell.org.uk
Treasurer David Leach � 823439
Cathedral Link Gill Saville � 773799
Pastoral Assistants Margaret Johnson � 762481

Hilary Mills                       � 772952
JAM (Jesus and Me) Marcus Brookfield (ages up to 11) � 772134

St Andrew’s Room, 10.00am most Sundays
Babies and Toddlers Angela Murphy � 832943

St Andrew’s Room
Tuesdays 10.00am to 12.00, term time

Twinkle Tots Marcus Brookfield - St Andrew’s Room � 772134
Thursdays 9.30am to 11.00am, term time   

Mothers’ Union Ruth Seaman � 762328
Bellringers Avril Blagbrough - Tuesdays 8.00pm-9.00pm � 767421
Trinity Methodist Church � office@trinitywoking.org.uk � 730754
Horsell Evangelical Church Revd Andrew Bents � 822259
To Book: Village Hall Avril Clarke � 747870
Parish Institute www.horsell-parish-institute.org.uk � 772134
Scout & Guide HQ Caroline Duke � horsellhqhire@gmail.com
Horsell Village School Infants Head Teacher -  Mrs E Cooper � 714804
Horsell C of E School Junior Head Teacher -  Mrs J Steele � 761531
Woking High School Head Teacher -  Mrs J Abbott � 888447
Horsell Care Helpline � 730740
Residents Association Robin Hoyle � robin_hoyle@hotmail.com
Scouts, Beavers, Cubs Ali Stubbs � 07734 424568 � alistubbs59@googlemail.com
Explorer Scouts (14-18 Yrs) Brian Pinto � 480904
Guides & Brownies www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
Women’s Institute

Horsell Afternoon Alison Evans-Wyatt � 765570 � amevans705@gmail.com
Meets on 1st Thursday at 1.45pm in the Village Hall

Horsell Evening Mrs Sheila Tickner � 760783
Meets on 4th Tuesday at 8.00pm in the Village Hall

Woking Police Station Dial 101 from mobile or landline
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As this magazine is published in January we will be in the season of Epiphany,
remembering as a church the wise men who followed the star until they found

Jesus; remembering the travellers from afar who saw something profound and very
wonderful in the child they visited; who saw in him one who even now is a sign of
light and hope and peace to a troubled world.

Those wise men from the East, most probably from the region of Iraq, had set out
on a new venture that year; on a long journey which most probably lasted several
months, as they travelled with perseverance and courage crossing the vast and arid
desertlands, which even viewed from an aeroplane today seem to go on for
countless miles. It’s only in our Christmas celebrations that their journey gets
concertinaed together into a short space in time! They committed themselves to their
search and ultimately they reached their journey’s end and were deeply satisfied
with what they found.

I wonder how much perseverance and commitment you and I have brought to our
New Year resolutions this year? So often our well intentioned resolve doesn’t outlast
the first week of January, let alone a whole month or year. Fighting the flab, deciding
to get a bit fitter, the enthusiasm for learning a new language or taking up a new
hobby, or trying to achieve a more reasonable work / life balance can all so easily
fall by the wayside at the very first hurdle. 

Well one resolution and one journey well worth making (it’s still not too late!) is to
seek out Jesus just that little bit more this year. If we are not sure who he is maybe
to find out a little bit more about who that baby in the manger grew up to be. If we
know him a little, then to resolve to spend a little bit more time in his company this
year perhaps by spending a little time each day reading a passage from the Gospels
about him; and maybe just deepening our friendship each day as we speak to him
and tell him our concerns and hopes and fears for ourselves and those we love and
try to listen to his response.

Then maybe, just like those wise men (and maybe there were women on the
journey too!) we too may be deeply satisfied with what we find.

Wishing you every blessing in Christ, Sarah Hayes

New Year
Resolutions
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A
Century 
and not 

out! 

We want to congratulate St. Mary’s
oldest church member, Frank

Osborne, who celebrated his 100th
birthday on 2nd December last year. 

Frank’s family gave him a wonderful
party on his birthday and the following
Sunday his church family joined in the
celebrations with a superb cake
provided by Frank’s wife June and
hearty renditions of Happy Birthday
sung lustily in honour of a very long
standing church choir member. 

Frank, who lives in Lych Way, was
born in Camberwell, East London,
during the First World War in 1917 and
he served at sea during the Second
World War. 

He and June were married an
amazing 66 years ago! So Frank has
quite a collection of celebratory cards
from the Queen as he and June were

congratulated by Her Majesty on both
their 60th and 65th wedding
anniversaries. Now he has one more
card to add to his collection.

Frank’s family celebrations are always
a little male dominated as Frank is the
proud father of three sons, nine
grandsons and four great grandsons . . .
and just one little great granddaughter!

Music has always been very important
to Frank and June. They met in 1947
whilst dancing in Penge and became
very successful ballroom dancing
partners. In addition to singing in the
Horsell Church Choir Frank also sang
for many years in both the Woking
Choral Society and the Epworth Choir.

One thing that has definitely not faded
a century on is Frank’s wonderful smile
and his cheery disposition. Long may it
continue!
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Mrs Steele, Headteacher at Horsell Church of England Junior School, was the artistic director for this
beautiful angel. Rihanna Blows, Daisy Miller and Paige Dickie, along with others, all put in masses of hard

work to make her idea a reality. They should all be very proud of their achievement.

Horsell Church of England Junior
School has created an absolutely

stunning angel. The angel has been on
display since December in Guildford
Cathedral as part of an exhibition of
angels created by over one hundred
church schools in the Diocese of
Guildford. Horsell’s angel must certainly
be one of the best!

The angels are announcing the ‘good
news’ that The People’s Cathedral
Project has now been completed and
the Cathedral interior has been fully
reopened. This thirty month project
involved urgent building repairs to the

Cathedral, including the removal of the
asbestos from its very high concrete
ceiling vaults. The Cathedral’s
accessibility and audibility has also
been enhanced considerably.

As a consequence you can now
really appreciate the rich heritage and
history behind this stunning 20th
century building. So why not go along
and see what has been done to the
interior of your Cathedral, learn a bit
more about its history and enjoy the
peace and tranquillity inside. If you are
quick you may also catch sight of the
angels!

Angelic creativity at 
the Junior School
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Paving and Brickwork Specialist

Driveways – Paving – Brickwork

Proud members of 

Geoff Woodhams 
27 Shackleford Road, Woking, Surrey, GU22 9DE 

Tel: 01483 766578     Mobile: 07710 385324 
Email: gwoodhams@talktalk.net 

www.checkatrade.com/geoffwoodhams

HALSTEAD
PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

Aged 2—11 years
Woodham Rise, Woking, GU21 4EE

‘EXCELLENT’ IN EVERY ASPECT
(ISI Inspection)

PREPARING FOR A HAPPY, HEALTHY
AND SUCCESSFUL LIFE

Every day is an Open Day
please come along and visit us

T: 01483 772682
www.halstead-school.org.uk

Sally
Hodgkins

BSc (Hons) MChS
HPC Reg. CH31440

Feet Painful?
Are you concerned about any 

of these conditions?
Ageing Feet . Athlete’s Foot . Bimechanical Gait Analysis . Blisters

Bunions . Callus . Chilblains . Corns . Diabetes (foot related)
Footwear . Fungal Infections . Heel Pain . Insoles

Ingrown Toenails . Osteoarthritis . Rheumatoid Arthritis
Sweaty Feet  . Toe Deformities . Toenail Cutting

Verrucae . Working Feet

For professional treatment and advice call . . .

07790 142401
Parkview Centre for the Community

Blackmore Crescent, Woking, GU21 5NZ
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A Festival to 
be proud of

What a tree-mendous two days we had on the 1st and 2nd December at
St Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival as part of the Village Christmas Fair

celebrations. 
It was absolutely wonderful to see the church looking so beautiful with a huge

variety of very original and creative trees adorning it: 55 in all.

A bit of a Christmas Frivoli-tree,
by Freya Geaney

Trolly Christmas 
by Sylvie Wilson

All I want for Christmas by Emily
Green (+ Mum)

We were also thrilled to welcome an amazing amount of musical talent – including
the CofE Junior school choir, the St Mary’s Handbell Group, also from the Junior
School, Natural Voices, Mama Capella, Alan Rapley on the organ and some of
Carol White’s very talented piano students. A lovely group of Rainbows, Brownies
and Guides also sang several traditional campfire songs, but with a Christmas twist. 

There was a steady stream of people – of all ages – working their way around the
church and along the Light Trail in the churchyard. Over the two days more than
1600 people came to view the trees. A great many also enjoyed a wide variety of
crafts – such as wreaths made from holly and other greenery, candle-making and
making angels and other Christmas decorations. 
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Horsell Junior School Choir

As always, the raffle was very well supported, both with a great many very
generous gifts from local village businesses and with so many of you kindly buying
tickets. The splendid prizes were very much appreciated by those who won them.
We are also most grateful for the support of Lodge Brothers Woking for their
generous donation towards the Festival costs.

The Many Bears of Christmas by Bright Horizons
Teddies Nursery & Pre-school “Roald Dahltree” by Colin Fox
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A lot of children were very pleased to have the opportunity to meet with Mrs Claus
and on Saturday afternoon many of the Twinkle Tots families enjoyed an extra
special session of Twinkle Tots with Marcus and Twinkle the Bear.

All of this was rounded off with delicious home-made cakes and other goodies,
washed down with mulled wine (or tea if you preferred it).

Overall, a truly successful event, which has also raised much needed funds to
support our children and families’ work as a church in Horsell. We are so grateful to
the whole community of Horsell for supporting us in so many ways. Thank you all.

Members of St. Mary’s Handbell Group from Horsell Church of England Junior School

Twinkle Tots at the Festival
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The Friendship Tree by Amy Claxton & friends Sint Nicolaas Tree by the Dutch Family

Huge numbers of you voted for your favourite trees. The winning trees were: 

Schools Category
1st #29 “Our wishes for the world” by Horsell Village School

2nd #22 “Win-tree Wonderland” by St Andrews School
3rd #53 “Christmas Values” by Horsell CofE Junior School

Group / Family Category
1st #2 “The Friendship Tree” by Amy Claxton and her friends
2nd #26 “All I want for Christmas” by Emily Green (& Mum)

3rd #36 “Sint Nicolaas” by the Dutch family

Individual Category
1st #8 “Roald Dahltree” by Colin Fox

2nd #24 Chemistree by Eloise Thompson
3rd #3 Laboratree by Anthony Saunders



Including PAT Testing available
Fast, efficient service

In-home repairs
Free collection and delivery

Call Brian Pinto on

01483 799145
www.teletechservice.co.uk
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~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of  education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be 

nurtured
A supportive community that nurtures 
individuality, talent and confidence.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016
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Girl Guides 
‘Camp in a Day’

On a sunny Saturday towards the
end of last year, nearly 80 girl

guides, including members from the two
Horsell Guide units enjoyed an action
packed day learning lots of different
camping skills at Birchmere Scout
Campsite. 
Activities included pitching and striking
tents, learning to light fires in order to
toast marshmallows, knotting practice to
build and then race sedan chair
chariots, various woodland crafts and
backwoods cooking which included
gutting and cooking fish, as well as
making a Christmas pudding sandwich.
There was also a line dancing class for
the girls to try their hands at.

As well as learning new skills and
earning 2 badges in the process, the
event gave girls, leaders and helpers an
opportunity to make friends with other
girl guides from the wider Woking
division including guides from Pyrford,
Woking, Send and West Byfleet.
A great time was had by all and the day
finished with a traditional singsong
around the campfire. One participant
was heard to remark, “I really loved the
whole day – it was packed full of fun
stuff”.
If anyone (adult or girl) is interested in
joining Girlguiding within Horsell please
email Annabel Hitchin at
dc@horsellscoutsandguides.com.
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Expert help and foot care for:

• Ingrowing toenail surgery
• Verruca treatment
• Biomechanics
• Custom and off the shelf orthotics
• General Podiatry (corns and calluses etc)
• Heel pain and ball of the foot pain
• Vascular and neurological assessment
• The latest ClearnailTM treatment for fungal toenails
• All ages treated

St John’s Foot Clinic, St John’s Health Centre
Hermitage Road, Woking, GU21 8TD

Tel: 01483 715771
Email: info@stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk

www.stjohnsfootclinic.co.uk
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77 High Street |  Horsell |  Woking |  GU21 4UA
T: 01483 722555 |  E: info@extendyourhome.co.uk  |  W: extendyourhome.co.uk
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Bill Curtis moved from the other side of
Woking when he was seven and his

father had a house built in Russell Road
for £700. He lived in the village until
three years ago when he moved to a
local care home.

A few days ago, I went to see Bill and
although he said a recent fall had left him
feeling ‘in a bit of a
tangle’, he could
remember plenty
about his long lifetime.

‘I’m a Horsellian
and I’ll never be
anything else,” he
says. ‘Is there such a
word?’ he asks
himself, and then
responds, ‘There is
now - we’ve made it!’

In Bill’s childhood,
the chief thing was to
play on Horsell
Common. Bonfire
night was ‘the
occasion of the year’ and the youngsters
spent most of their August holiday cutting
down the fir trees (nicknamed fuzz) to
make a circular bonfire about ten feet
high, which was topped with a guy.

‘We didn’t have any brilliant fireworks
then, just ordinary,’ says Bill. Little Devils

An Interview 
with Bill Curtis

One of the oldest residents of Horsell turned 102 on 2nd December

(bangers) were a halfpenny each and a
rocket 2d or 3d.

Bill remembers coming to St Mary’s
church as a child, often three times on a
Sunday: for the morning service; then
the children’s afternoon service; and
then again with his parents to the
evening service.

He went to Horsell
School (now the
Village School) where
the headmaster was
Mr Bliaux. In Bill’s
words, ‘He was a
great man.’ Bill left
school at 14. In those
days if you were
clever, you might go
on to the grammar
school, but Bill was
sent for by Mr. Bliaux,
who had had good
reports from his
woodwork teacher,
and he helped Bill to

get an apprenticeship at Silks, then a
general builders.

The war came, and Bill spent 5 years
in the army. 

During the war Bill met Betty and was
allowed 48 hours leave so they could
be married. That was at St.Paul’s, in
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Horsell Matters – next edition March/April 2018
Copy to be sent by 2nd February by email please to office@stmarys-horsell.org.uk

Advertising – please contact sales@servicepublications.co.uk
The views expressed by contributors to the magazine are not necessarily those of the 

PCC of St. Mary’s Church. All advertisements are accepted in good faith.

Maybury, where Betty’s family lived.
They remained happily married for 70
years, until Betty sadly passed away.
They had two boys, Richard and
Bernard, though Richard too died, 7
years ago.

The Curtis family moved from Russell
Road to Arthurs Bridge Road. Later Betty
bought a shop in Well Lane, a general
stores selling sweets and groceries,
which is now a private house.

Bill knew there was building work
going on in Horsell Park Close and,
aware of flooding towards the lower
end, he bought a house higher up the hill
in 1954. It cost just £2,300.

Bill has seen so many changes in
technology, with radio broadcasting and
television being developed in his lifetime.
His uncle made him a radio set, which
Bill thought was ‘a peculiar thing’. He
had a bit of wire as an aerial and hung

it out of his bedroom window as he
didn’t have a licence.

Among his many clear memories of the
village, Bill recalls that Horsell Birch was
a playing field, and on the right hand
side going towards Littlewick was a
football pitch. Bill played right back for
Horsell against local teams.

He has always been interested in
gardening, and was a member of Horsell
Allotment Association. He likes growing
chrysanthemums best – ‘Big or small, all
sorts!’

When I asked Bill if he was happy for
some of his memories to go into Horsell
Matters, he was delighted and said, ‘I
want to be famous!’  So now he is!

Editor’s note: Bill has always been  a natural
raconteur. You can hear him speaking about
Horsell during his long lifetime in the oral
history archive at The Lightbox.

The next Traidcraft sale of fairly traded food and other household goods will be in
the St Andrews’s Room at St Mary’s on Friday January 18th from 9.00 am until
12 noon, and on Sunday January 21 after the main 10.00am morning service
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Our GP services include: 

• Private GP Appointments • Health Checks
• Travel Vaccinations • Medicals
• Blood Tests • Menopause Clinic

www.privategpclinic.co.uk

Our ear wax removal clinicians use 
the Microsuction method

Cost: £48 for one ear and £68 for two ears

www.earwaxremovalclinic.co.uk

West Byfleet Health Centre
2nd Floor, Purple Area

Madeira Road, West Byfleet, KT14 6DH
Tel: 01932 344004

GP Services and Ear Wax Removal Clinic
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St Mary’s 
Organ 

Concerts
It’s a while since there’s been an organ

concert at St Mary’s so I’m planning to
rectify that in 2018. Although it’s not a
large instrument here, it’d be nice to put
it to fuller use than it is at present. I’m
giving the first such concert on 3rd
March, and there will be another, given
by Richard Pilliner (whom you may
have heard playing at the Christ Church
series of recitals) on 13th October,
both starting at 7.30pm. The
programmes will be very accessible,
with items which I hope will appeal not
just to committed aficionados but also
to people who wouldn’t normally think
of listening to organ music (if that’s you,
come and try it).

There’s another motive for arranging
what will, I hope, become a regular
feature of Horsell life. Although we’re
not intending to charge for entry, there
will be a retiring collection (not quite a
charge to get out – it will be voluntary!)
and the proceeds will be put to
maintaining what is probably the largest
and most expensive item in the church.
The plan is to make it contribute to, if not
completely cover, its upkeep, so the
profits will be used in the first instance

to pay for regular tuning, but, more than
that, to build up a fund to cover the cost
of larger scale work when that becomes
necessary. The organ was installed in
1973 and only running repairs have so
far been needed, no major overhaul,
but, just as a car has to be serviced from
time to time, even if it appears to be
running well, so the time will come
before very much longer when the
organ equivalent will need to be
considered. 

Of course, you don’t have to attend
the concert to contribute. If you’d like to
make a donation, the PCC treasurer will
be more than happy to receive it!

Finally, as my association with St
Mary’s has been longer than with any
other church, I’m pleased that the
concert there in March is the one to kick
off the series of several I’m giving in
various locations in 2018 to mark fifty
years since my first public performance
on the organ, so I have a personal
reason for hoping for a good audience,
too. So, please make a note in your new
2018 diaries: 7.30pm, 3rd March;
7.30pm 13th October

Alan Rapley, St. Mary’s Director of Music
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–––––––––– JANUARY ––––––––––
Tues 2nd 10.00am-12noon NO Baby & Toddler Group

2.30pm Kettlewell House Service
Wed 3rd 10.30am Mid-Week Communion (BCP)

8.00pm Engine Room House of Prayer
Thurs 4th 9.30-11.00am Twinkle Tots
Fri 5th 9.00am-12noon Pop In Coffee
Sat 6th 9.30-11.00am Who Let the Dads Out?
Sun 7th 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00am All Age Worship for New Year
6.30pm Informal Communion

Mon 8th 8.00pm PCC Meeting
Tues 9th 10.00am-12noon Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 10th 10.30am Mid-Week Communion

8.00pm Wise Men Group
Thurs 11th 9.30-11.00am Twinkle Tots
Fri 12th 9.00am-12noon Pop In Coffee
Sun 14th 8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Parish Communion
6.30pm Contemplative Meditation

Tues 16th 10.00am-12noon Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 17th 10.30am Mid-Week Communion (BCP)
Thurs 18th 9.30-11.00am Twinkle Tots
Fri 19th 9.00am-12noon Pop In Coffee
Sun 21st 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00am Parish Communion
4.30pm Tea Time Service

Tues 23rd  10.00am-12noon Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 24th 10.30am Mid-Week Communion

8.00pm Wise Men Group
Thurs 25th  9.30-11.00am Twinkle Tots
Fri 26th 9.00am-12noon Pop In Coffee
Sat 27th 9.30am-12noon PCC Vision Morning

5.00pm St. Mary’s Young Peoples Group
Sun 28th   8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Parish Communion
6.30pm Taize Service

Tues 30th 10.00am-12noon Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 31st 10.30am Mid-Week Communion (BCP)

–––––––––– FEBRUARY ––––––––––
Thurs 1st 9.30-11.00am Twinkle Tots
Sat 3rd 9.30-11.00am Who Let the Dads Out?
Sun 4th  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00am All Age Worship
6.30pm Informal Communion

Tues 6th  9.30-11.00am Goldsworth School Visit
10.00am-12noon Baby & Toddler Group
2.30PM Kettlewell House Service

Wed 7th 10.30am Mid-Week Communion (BCP)
8.00pm Engine Room House of Prayer

Thurs 8th 9.30-11.00am Twinkle Tots

St MARY’S CHURCH DIARY
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Fri 9th 9.00am-12noon Pop In Coffee
Sun 11th 8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Parish Communion
6.30pm Contemplative Meditation

Tues 13th 10.00am-12noon NO Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 14th 10.30am Ash Wednesday Spoken Communion Service

8.00pm Ash Wednesday Communion Service with Hymns
8.00pm Wise Men Group

Thurs 15th 9.30-11.00am NO Twinkle Tots
Fri 16th 10.00am-12noon Pop In Coffee
Sat 17th 7.00pm Barn Dance
Sun 18th 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  

10.00am Parish Communion
4.30pm Tea Time Service

Mon 19th 3.00pm-4.30pm Lent Course (1)
Tues 20th 10.00am-12noon Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 21st   10.30am Mid-Week Communion (BCP)
Thurs 22nd  9.30-11.00am Twinkle Tots
Fri 23rd 9.00am-12noon Pop In Coffee
Sat 24th 5.00pm St. Mary’s Young Peoples Group
Sun 25th  8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Parish Communion
6.30pm Taize Service

Mon 26th 3.00-4.30pm Lent Course (2)
Tues 27th 10.00am-12noon Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 28th 10.30am Mid-Week Communion

8.00pm Wise Men Group 

–––––––––– MARCH ––––––––––
Thurs 1st   9.30-11.00am Twinkle Tots 

2.00pm Wedding
Fri 2nd 9.00am-12noon Pop In Coffee

6.30pm Women’s World Day of Prayer Service
Sat 3rd 9.30-11.00am Who Let the Dads Out?

7.30pm Organ Recital
Sun 4th  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  

10.00am All Age Worship
6.30pm Informal Holy Communion

St Mary’s Church Registers
BURIALS AND CREMATIONS

We offer our sympathy to the families and friends on those who have died:
Pamela Morley     Donald Marrable     John Russell

WEDDINGS
We offer congratulations to

Matthew Bowler and Hannah Lambart
Married in November 2017
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Birds for all – 
it’s January

On the last week end in January,
hundreds of thousands of people

across Britain set themselves to stare at
their garden, or local park, for a whole
hour, in order to list what kinds of birds
are there.

It’s Big Garden Birdwatch time.
This example of citizen science has

been running for 37 years, and the
results, year on year, help to build a
picture of changes in bird population.
Some of these signal problems: but
the observations give an opportunity
to work on ways of putting things
right.

Anyone can join in, record the kinds
of birds they see, and the numbers seen
together, and then send the results to the
organisers, The Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds. The RSPB has a
helpful website that provides a form for
the results, and also lots of help with
identifying birds. 

This year for the first time the Big
Garden Birdwatch covers three days –
Saturday 27, Sunday 28 and Monday
29 January.

In Horsell we’ll probably see common
birds, but some less familiar feathers
may turn up. Even supposing no bird at
all appears in your garden during your
chosen hour, that itself, though rather
boring, is a scientific result!

However, it’s more likely that some of
last year’s top twenty species in Surrey
will be there on lawn, tree or feeder.
Some of them have never entered my
garden while I’ve been on the watch,
but better luck this January, I say.

Surrey’s Top Twenty, January 2017:
wood pigeon; blue tit; blackbird;
starling; house sparrow; robin; goldfinch;
great tit; magpie; long tailed tit; collared
dove; dunnock; jackdaw; feral pigeon;
chaffinch; carrion crow; coal tit; ring-
necked parakeet; green finch; jay.
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What’s on locally . . .
Woking History Society’s monthly talks are open to non-members at £3.00
each. Meetings take place at The Gallery, Christ Church, Woking GU21 6YG. 7.30
for 8pm.  The talk, to be given by Sue Jones, at the next meeting on Monday 5
January 2018 is ‘Shall I go? People on the move in Surrey four centuries ago.’

WWF Living Planet Centre, Horsell 

Pledge for the Planet
6.30pm Thursday 18th January

Have you ever wondered what you can do in your everyday life to have an impact
on the environment? Or how to inspire others to make a change for the planet?
Join us to hear from Hermione Taylor, founder of Do Nation, and be inspired by
some of the ways you can create change; and how making a small change to your
lifestyle can have a big impact on the environment. 

Tickets £5 per person, to include a drink on arrival

Woking in the 50’s and 60’s 
An illustrated talk

Tuesday 23rd January at 1.00pm
A nostalgic look at Woking that includes the railway station
in the last years of steam trains, the town centre before it
was redeveloped, the cycle speedway craze of the 1950s,
floods at Old Woking in 1968, and Woking’s CND group

on the march! The talk will be given by David Rose, a local historian who specialises
in the modern history of Woking and Guildford. He edits the ‘Peeps into the Past’
page in the ‘Woking News & Mail’. £6 Adults/£4 Friends
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Parish in the Past

Not a lot in Horsell!
In the St. Mary’s parish magazine for February 1928 

the vicar, Norman Pares, delved into the state 
of his parish 200 years earlier

Icame across a remarkable document
lately which I think may interest others

as much as it did me. It is the return
which the Rev. John Flutter, who is
described as Curate of Horsell, made at
the time of the Visitation of his Diocese
by Bishop Richard Willis, who was
Bishop of Winchester from A.D. 1723 -
1734. The Visitation took place in the
reign of George I (A.D.1725).

“The parish of Horsell is very small
and very thin of houses. The souls in it
may be about three or four hundred.
The Births, Buryals and Marriages one
year with another are about 12 or 14.

Two of these early buildings, in the small parish of Horsell which is very thin of houses, are parts of The
Red Lion in the High Street and Beetles Cottage in Carthouse Lane

“There are no Papists in the Parish. No
Dissenters. There are no Noblemen, no
Gentlemen. No endowed schools. No
Charities but that of Mr. Smith’s which is
40s per Annum.

The next post Towne is Guildford.”
In 1927 there were 45 Baptisms, 26

Marriages, 37 Burials. Total 108.

––––––––––––––––––––

The Editor comments that a lot has changed in
Horsell. We are now a church parish of some
7900 inhabitants of whom about 1750 are
under the age of sixteen.
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Special Services and Courses at St Mary’s
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Churchyard Cat
Silly old ginger!’ said one of my girls, as I made myself

comfortable in her lap. ‘Or marmalade,’ she added. ‘I could
call you silly old marmalade. They’re both names for cats of your colour.’

And then she said, ‘But there used not to be any marmalade here, nor ginger –
hundreds of years ago. I wonder what they called orange cats in those days?’

‘There weren’t oranges either,’ said her sister.
‘And,’ she went on (she was showing off a bit, like they do), ‘what about tabby

cats, with those snail shell patterns in their fur? They’re named after silk fabric that
first came from Baghdad about 400 years ago. Within a few years people were
saying their cats had tabby fur. But before?  And then there’s tortoiseshell – that
furry mixture of tabby and ginger. Tortoises don’t live here naturally, and anyway
you have to polish a disused shell to show up those colours. How did tortie cats get
their name?’

Naturally, I took no part in all this. But I do know another ginger cat (his name is
Harry) whose young human called anything the same colour as his cat, ‘Harry’.
‘My Harry t-shirt; my Harry lorry; I’m going to paint it Harry colour’ and so on. He’s
older now, and has probably conformed.

‘

Computer Repairs,
Upgrades & Advice

Need Help? Call Mike
Tel: 07505 100386

Office: 01483 830200
Over 37 years computing experience

• Computer Crashing/Virus?
• Problem with iPad or Tablet
• Computer Running Slow?
• Broadband, Internet, LAN or Network Problems?
• Supporting Home and Office
• Help with most things Technical
• No Fix No Fee

Apple, Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi,

Networking, Wireless LAN, Internet, Software

£10 Discount for new customers with this advert
www.thecomputervan.co.uk
Email: mike.sheldon@thecomputervan.co.uk
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Coach, Trainer, Facilitator

07759 918181
patkirbycoaching@aol.com 

www.patkirbycoachingservices.uk

I can help individuals and groups with:

• Career planning 

• Life planning

• Project work

I will guide you through:
Identifying goals | Objective setting | Action planning | Execution

Achieving results

• Time management and personal 
organisation

• Interpersonal communication

• Self-awareness and confidence
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Horsell’s getting 
prepared . . . for 

Anything!
What if a whole road in Horsell had

a power cut for a few days?
What if locals needed to be evacuated
from their homes in large numbers?
What if a child went missing in Horsell
and a hunt needed to be organised?
What if a large number of volunteers
were needed for an imminent flood?
These were some of the scenarios that
were discussed on Thursday November
16th when Patches Café in Horsell
played host to an Emergency Scenario
Planning Workshop for ‘Horsell
Prepared’.

Horsell Prepared is a voluntary group
working under Horsell Residents’
Association, which aims to create a co-
ordinated volunteer capability for the
village, to help Horsell deal with any
future emergency or incident affecting
multiple households.

The evening kicked off with local
councillor Beryl Hunwicks describing
how Horsell Prepared had come about
as a natural extension of the Horsell
Snow Angels service. Horsell Snow
Angels has gathered volunteers in
preparation for snowy conditions for the
last 4 years – even though the volunteers
haven’t actually been needed in that
time!

We talked about how Horsell
Prepared would liaise with emergency
services and local authorities to ensure
that activities are co-ordinated. Horsell
Prepared aims to be the link
organisation between all Horsell’s
churches, clubs and societies which
might help to mobilise volunteers to help
in a village-wide crisis. 

The evening involved representatives
from St Mary’s Church, the Afternoon
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WI, Horsell Scouts, Horsell Common
Preservation Society, Horsell
Residents’ Association, Woking
Citizens Advice and Woking Borough
Council, among other local
organisations. There were several
interested residents as well.

We managed to sign up volunteers to
expand our organising team, and with
the help received, we plan to launch

Horsell Prepared officially in Spring
2018.

If anyone would be interested to add
their name to the list of volunteers or to
consider any sort of organising role, we
would welcome everyone’s involvement.

Please email
horsellprepared@gmail.com 

to ask for more details.
Helen Cammack

Getting ready for 
Horsell Garden Safari 2018

Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th June 2018
The weekend of 23rd and 24th June will host the 16th year of Horsell Garden Safari.
The key to making it work is NEW gardens. We need six to eight unexplored
gardens, as well as those of the regulars who have supported us over the years.  

Do you have a garden that you would like to open, or do you have a friend or
neighbour who has a lovely garden?  Can you let us know please.

There will once again be a magnificent plant sale in the High Street. All funds
raised by the Safari go towards the continuing upgrading of Horsell Village Hall.

Contact: Penny on 01483 761455 or Gail on 01483 764521.

Have you thought about being 
a School Governor?

Horsell Church of England Junior School is looking for one or two new
governors. Could this be you? If you would like to find out more please
contact the the Chair of Governors paulinestanmore@hotmail.com



32

Presented with a Problem
Iwas really touched when my

granddaughter gave me the socks,
touched that she obviously thought I was
not a stuffy old woman, but one who
would appreciate a pair of bright pink
socks. And so I do – but the fluffy
bobbles, thick with sparkles, are a
decoration too far. 

Then there’s the pullover one of the
boys gave his dad. I know it will be left
to age deep in the wardrobe, as the
recipient has disliked striped tops for the
last 40 years, and isn’t likely to change
his mind now. 

Christmas brought rather a lot of
unwanted presents. I know it’s the
thought that counts and indeed I am
grateful but I already had two of the
books I’ve been given and another is
just not the kind I enjoy.  

Even the delicious food parcel
contained a couple of jars of chutney

that our ageing insides don’t appreciate
any more – and you can have too many
fruit cakes, odd though that may seem. 

And there were the ear rings, pretty
indeed, but the person who gave them
to me didn’t know that I haven’t got
pierced ears. Oh, and the draught
stopper from Australia, a lovely cuddly
snake, but possibly a trip hazard in an
aging household, where carpets are
doing a good job banishing the
draughts already.

However, help is at hand (and the
present givers won’t know!). Every one
of those problem presents will be
welcomed by someone else, and I’ll be
taking them along to the charity shops
in the village. Even the food will find a
place, via the Salvation Army shop.

I wonder what dreadful mistakes I
made in the things I lovingly presented
my dear ones?
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~ Developing potential for life ~

Church Hill House, Horsell, Woking, 
Surrey GU21 4QW
Telephone: 01483 760943
www.st-andrews.woking.sch.uk
Reg. Charity No. 297580 ~ Established to promote 
and provide for the advancement of  education

INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 3-13

Because your child deserves to be 

nurtured
A supportive community that nurtures 
individuality, talent and confidence.

‘Excellent’ in all areas - ISI Inspection 2016
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Brilliant Shine . . . 
. . . Every Time

• Regular Window Clean
• One-off Window Clean
• Fully Insured
• Fully Guaranteed

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION

01252 837436
www.brilliantwindowcleaners.com

The Turning Point Trust presents

‘FILL THE SCHOOL’
A family fundraising event in support of our primary school in Kenya

Join us for a fun and meaningful family event packed
with activities for all ages. Help your children engage

with issues of social justice and make a difference 
to children in the Kibera slum, Kenya

2.00-4.30pm Saturday 3rd Feb 2018 
Christchurch, Jubilee Square, Woking, Surrey, GU21 6YG

Tickets: £5 adult and £2.50 children
Buy Tickets Online at bit.ly/filltheschool

T: 07713 816698
E: events@tptrust.org    W: www.tptrust.org 
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Pancetta, broccoli 
& tomato gratin

After the possible excesses of Christmas and the New Year we thought a simple
supper dish would be good to try in January!

1 head of broccoli 
1 head of cauliflower
100 g (3½ ozs) pancetta
Drizzle of olive oil
100 g (3½ ozs) soft cheese
50 g (2ozs) Cheddar cheese grated
1 tsp mustard
100 g (3½ ozs) soured cream
2 spring onions, finely chopped
1/2 tsp cayenne pepper
2 large tomatoes, sliced
3 tbsp grated Parmesan
3 tbsp mixed seeds (these can be omitted if not liked)

Preheat the oven to 180° C. 350°F, Gas Mark 4. 

Cut the cauliflower & broccoli into small florets and steam them until tender but still
crisp - about 4 - 5 minutes. Drain them well and place them in a greased baking
dish.

Meanwhile, fry the pancetta in a drizzle of olive oil. 

In a bowl mix together the soft cheese, soured cream, Cheddar, mustard, spring
onions and cayenne pepper, season well with salt and pepper. Spread this mixture
over the cauliflower and broccoli as evenly as possible. 

Lay the tomatoes on top of the vegetables and sprinkle the Parmesan and mixed
seeds (if using them) over the surface. Bake the gratin for 20 minutes or until the
topping is golden brown and bubbling. Enjoy!
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Keeping Your Pets 
Warm and Cosy in Winter

Check that their hutch is in good
repair and water tight. Look for
any leaks and damp patches. A hutch
in good repair will keep your
rabbit/guinea pig dry and warm and
cosy in winter.

Insulate their hutch. This can be
done by putting an old thick blanket
over the hutch or you can buy a special
thermal cover or make one yourself.
During the day leave the front of the
cover open and at night make sure a
small area is open for ventilation.

Use plenty of clean and dry hay
or straw. This can act as a great
insulator and when put into a hutch can

in fact insulate it. Please note that straw
can only be used for rabbits and a soft
hay such as meadow hay should be
used for guinea pigs. Rabbits can have
both.

Regularly check water bottles.
Pets always need access to lots of clean
water. Use more than one water bottle
and make sure they don’t freeze. Cover
them with an old sock or you can buy a
water bottle cover to prevent this from
happening. Also make sure they have
plenty of dry and fresh food.

And finally, if you are able to, put the
hutch into a shed or garage that has
never been used by a car. But don’t
forget to do all the insulation referred to
as sheds and garages can still get cold. 

No need for the hats then!

As winter is upon us and the nights are colder, it is time to think
about any pets that we may have which are kept outdoors

especially Rabbits and Guinea Pigs. Special care and attention
should be given to them to make sure they do not get cold.

Here are a few tips to make sure they stay warm and 
cosy over winter:
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Directory . . . Directory. . . Directory . . . Directory
ACCOUNTANCY & TAX SERVICES

Aurora Tax Services Ltd
The Studio, 2 Lynwood Close, Woodham,
Woking, Surrey, GU21 5TJ
T: 01932 352310  M: 07814 687594
E: penny@aurorataxservices.co.uk

CARPENTRY
Ken Wightman Carpetery & Joinery
T: 01483 751638 or 07847 222078
E: wintongw@yahoo.com

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINER
Balloon modeller and Magician based in Horsell. For a magical
party call Tim on 07900 278056 www.timallenmagician.co.uk

COMPUTER REPAIRS
Upgrades & Advice
Call Mike on T: 07505 100386 or 01483 830200

COUNSELLOR
Anne Staton
Over 10 years’ wide range experience
inc. NHS. ACC Accredited. T: 07814 866528
www.christiancouncellor.co.uk

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
CRH Electrical Solutions
14 Swallow Rise, Woking, GU21 2LG
T: 01483 476776 or 07979 468613
www.crhelectrical.co.uk

GYM CLUB/CLASSES
Woking Gymnastics Club
CKingfield Road, Woking, GU22 9AA
T: 01483 771426 E: admin@wokinggymnastics.co.uk

IRONING SERVICES
The Iron Lady
39 High Street, Woking, GU21 4UD
T: 07900 567000 E: kassie44@hotmail.com

FOOT CLINIC
Knaphill Foot Clinic
Friendly, caring professional service for your foot care needs.
HCPC registered podiatrists. T: 01483 651231

MEMORIAL MASONRY
Lodge Brothers Memorial Masonry
New memorials, renovations, additional inscriptions and house
names. T: 01483 768942 www.lodgebrothers.co.uk

PERSONAL STYLIST
Victoria Tay
Personal Stylist, Wardrobe Organiser, Personal Shopper.
Get the style you’ve always wanted.
www.victoriatay.com  07935 925458

PLUMBER
Girls on Tap 
Polite and professional specialists in domestic plumbing repairs
or replacements of any size.
Please call 07952 668959. www.girls-on-tap.co.uk

PROPERTY CARE
Omega Property Care & Home Improvements
Comprehensive decorating service and property mainenance
for home or office. T: 07831 578490 or 01483 728788

PSYCHOTHERAPY & EMDR FOR ADULTS
Deborah Myhill 
UKCP Reg. MBACP Accred. 
T: 01483 835070

WASP SERVICE
Fast and efficient service call Dee on 07786 953455

YOGA
Yoga with Julie and Cindy Fastiggi 
2 Floyds Land, Pyrford, Surrey, GU22 8TF
T: 01932 402630 E: cindy.fastiggi@ntlworld.co.uk

01483 550 943

Chim-Me-Sweep
Traditional Vacuum & Brush Sweeps

Chim-Me-Build
for all your chimneys needs

Stoves & Chimney liners fitted
Pots, Cowls, Gas Terminals

Downdraft & Damp problems solved
CCTV Surveys

Speak to us not a machine

info@chim-me-sweep.co.uk
R. Wallace is fully insured with over 36 years experience

01932 379 119
01784 730 183
0208 1663 897
0787 947 2119

226 Railway House, 14 Chertsey Road, Woking, Surrey, GU21 5AH

Frazers Surveyors Ltd
Thornash House
37 High Street, 
Horsell, Woking
Surrey, GU21 4UR
T: 01483 730909 
E: woking@frazers.co.uk
www.frazers.co.uk

• Immediate Quotations
• Competitive FIXED Prices
• RICS Homebuyer Reports
• Building Surveys
• RICS Registered Valuers
• All Types of Buildings
• Over 30 Years Experience of 

Surveying in the Woking area

FRAZERS
SURVEYORS LTD
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