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Homily

We were delighted to welcome 
so many of you to St Mary’s to 

attend Christmas services and special 
events, whether this be for a School, 
Nativity, Nine Lessons & Carols, 
Messy Church, Midnight Mass or Holy 
Communion service. It was heartening 
to see an increase in attendance at 
most of our services. 
But Church is not just for Christmas 
which is why we have created a 
comprehensive Parish Development 
Plan that has at its heart Growing 
Discipleship, Growing Diversity, 
Growing Community, and ensuring 
we Change to meet today’s and 
tomorrow’s needs. 
We have started a Consultation 
process to hear how we can better 
support Christian faith development, 
make our services more accessible 
to the younger generation and 
welcome suggestions on how we 
should be changing. Ideas should be 
sent by email to the Parish Office at 
stmaryshorsell@btinternet.com

Starting on 12th 
March at 7.30pm 
we will be running 
a five-week study 
course looking 
at Paul’s letter 
to the Romans. 
This will tackle 
ten big themes 
that are key to 
understanding the 
Christian faith and 
how we should live our lives, including: 
how we can find rest in a stressed 
world, how, as a community, we can 
live together in love and peace, how 
we can avoid negative cycles, and how 
we can grow and become confident 
in our faith. Please email the Parish 
Office if you would like to know more 
and/or attend. 
We have a great range of activities, 
services and volunteering 
opportunities suitable for all age 
groups. We would love to see you at St 
Mary’s soon and throughout 2025.  
Mark McMurtrie, Churchwarden

Funerals, Burials and Cremations
We offer our sympathy to the families and friends of those who have died:

Barbara McCue

SERVICES CARRIED OUT BY THE VICAR OF ST MARY’S CHURCH

St Mary’s was packed over the Christmas period to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus and to listen to the retelling of the Nativity story in a 
variety of styles.

Horsell Directory
St Mary’s Church	 www.stmarys-horsell.org.uk 
	 Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals	 772134
Parish Office open	 Helen Gravette Tues 9am-4pm, Wed & Fri 9am-1.00pm	772134
	 stmaryshorsell@btinternet.com
Vicar	 Revd Dmitry Lutsenko    vicar@stmarys-horsell.org.uk 	 755618
Children & Families’ Worker	 Rebecca Connolly  
	 childrenandfamiliesstmarys@gmail.com	 772134
Church Wardens	 Brian Sheriff	 474975
	 Mark McMurtrie	 07815 635609
Treasurer	 David Leach	 07708 866196
Pastoral Assistants 	 Janet Johnson	 591756 
	 Margaret Johnson	 762481
	 Hilary Mitchell	 715459
	 Coral Colclough	 747481
JAM (Jesus and Me)	 Rebecca Connolly (3+) 10am most Sundays	 772134
Tiny Treasures	 Rebecca Connolly, St Andrew’s Room	 772134
	 Tues 9.30am to 11.30am, term time
Bell-ringers and Servers	 Alan Nichols [occasional] Tues. evening practice	 767852
Trinity Methodist Church 	 office@trinitywoking.org.uk 	 730754
Horsell Evangelical Church	 Revd Andrew Bents	 822259
To Book the Village Hall	 Paul Bowyer	 764047
Parish Institute	 www.horsell-parish-institute.org.uk	 772134
Horsell Village School	 Infants Head Teacher – Mrs J Reeve	 714804
Horsell C of E School	 Junior Head Teacher – Mrs C Wand 	 761531
Woking High School 	 Head Teacher – Mrs M Walter 	 888447
Halstead St Andrew’s School	 Head Teacher – Mr A Ward	 760943
Horsell Care 	 Helpline 	 07552 553414
Residents Association 	 Alan Taylor 	 ajrolyat@gmail.com
Scouts, Beavers, Cubs	 Ali Stubbs    gsl@horsellscouts.org.uk	 07734 424568
Explorer Scouts (14-18 Yrs) 	 Roy Thompson	 explorers@woking.scouts.host
Guides & Brownies	 www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents
WI Horsell Afternoon 	 Lyn Clark      lyn.clark@btinternet.com   	 01932 353382
	 Meets on 1st Thursday at 1.45pm in the Village Hall
WI Horsell Evening 	 Mrs Joan Cox	 760783
	 Meets on 4th Tuesday at 7.45pm in the Village Hall
Woking Police Station	 dial 101 from mobile or landline

Mark McMurtrie
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St Mary's Church, Horsell: @StMarysChurchHorsell
CW means Common Worship. BCP means Book of Common Prayer.  

All correct at the time of going to print.
For further details please look at our website: www.stmarys-horsell.org.uk
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ST MARY’S CHURCH DIARY APRIL 2025

Sun 2nd	           	 8.00am			   Holy Communion (CW)
		  10.00am			  First Sunday Service
Tues 4th  	 9.30am-11.00am		  Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group
		  2.00pm			   Service at Kettlewell House
Wed 5th  	 8.00pm			   Engine Room House of Prayer
Fri 7th 		  8.45am-12noon		  Pop In Coffee
Sun 9th 		 8.00am			   Holy Communion (BCP)
		  10.00am			  Parish Communion
		  6.30pm			   Contemplative Meditation
Tues 11th 	 9.30am-11.00am		  Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group
Fri 14th 		 8.45am-12noon		  Pop In Coffee
Sun 16th   	 8.00am			   Holy Communion (CW)
		  10.00am			  Parish Communion
		  4.00pm			   Messy Church
Tues 18th    	 9.30am-11.00am		  NO Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group
Fri 21st       	 10.00am-12noon		  Pop In Coffee
Sun 23rd       	 8.00am			   Holy Communion (BCP)
		  10.00am			  Parish Communion
		  6.30pm			   Peaceful Prayer & Praise
Tues 25th       	 9.30am-11.00am		  Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group 
Fri 28th		  8.45am-12noon		  Pop In Coffee

Sun 2nd            	 8.00am			   Holy Communion Service (CW)
		  10.00am			  First Sunday Service
Tues 4th       	 9.30am-11.00am		  Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group
		  2.00pm			   Service at Kettlewell House
Wed 5th         	 7.30pm			   Ash Wednesday Communion		
Fri 7th    		 8.45am-12noon		  Pop In Coffee
Sun 9th             	 8.00am			   Holy Communion Service (BCP)
		  10.00am			  Parish Communion
		  6.30pm			   Contemplative Meditation
Tues 11th	 9.30am-11.00am		  Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 12th 	 7.30pm-8.45pm		  Romans Course Part 1 
Fri 14th 		 8.45am-12noon		  Pop In Coffee
Sun 16th    	 8.00am			   Holy Communion (CW)
		  10.00am			  Parish Communion
		  4.00pm			   Messy Church
Mon 17th 	 7.30pm			   PCC Meeting
Tues 18th 	 9.30am-11.00am		  Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 19th        	 7.30pm-8.45pm		  Romans Course Part 2
Fri 21st          	 8.45am-12noon		  Pop In Coffee
Sun 23rd     	 8.00am			   Holy Communion (BCP)
		  10.00am			  Parish Communion
		  6.30pm			   Peaceful Prayer & Praise
Tues 25th    	 9.30am-11.00am		  Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 26th	 7.30pm-8.45pm		  Romans Course Part 3
Fri 28th 		 8.45am-12noon		  Pop In Coffee
Sun 30th 	 8.00am			   Holy Communion (BCP)
		  10.00am			  Parish Communion
		  12.15pm			  On Your Own Lunch
Mon 31st	 9.30am			   Junior School Easter Service to rest of the school

Tues 1st		 9.30am-11.00am		  Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group
		  9.30am			   Junior School Easter Service to parents
		  2.00pm			   Service at Kettlewell House
Wed 2nd	 7.30pm-8.45pm		  Romans Course Part 4
Fri 4th 		  8.45am-12noon		  Pop In Coffee
		  9.30am			   Village School Easter Service to parents
Sun 6th 	           	 8.00am			   Holy Communion (CW)
		  10.00am			  First Sunday Service
Tues 8th 	 9.30am-11.00am		  NO Tiny Treasures Baby & Toddler Group
Wed 9th		 7.30pm-8.45pm		  Romans Course Part 5

THE CHURCH BUILDING WILL BE OPEN:  
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9.30am to 3pm.  
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Eco Matters Giving Matters

There was a large attendance, 
including the St Mary’s flower 

arrangers, colleagues from other 
churches from as far afield as 
Godalming, and florists and 
representatives from local nurseries. 
It was explained that 90% of our 
flowers were imported, largely from 
East Africa, so air transport and flower 
miles are an issue, as is the reliance 
on water from drought-affected 
regions. The use of pesticides, plastic 
packaging, waste, fashion trends 
such as the requirement for red 
roses in February when they are not 
naturally in bloom, transfer of pests 
and diseases and Floral Foam were 
discussed. 

Floral Foam is a single-use plastic 
product which breaks down into 
microplastics that have already 
entered the food chain. St Mary’s was 
praised for having eliminated its use 
some years ago, as part of our Eco 
Church initiatives, although funerals 
and wedding florists may still use 
it. There was an introduction to the 
‘Sustainable Church Flower Group’, 
Bishop Martin Gorick of Dudley being 
the lead Bishop in this churchwide 
initiative; he was quoted as saying 
“I urge churches to take a lead in 
ensuring our wonderful floral displays 
are as sustainable as possible”. This 
initiative will be reaching out to every 
church in the coming months.

St Mary’s recently hosted a sustainable flowers evening, led by Dr Jill 
Timms, a sustainability expert and Professor at Surrey University.

Marian Wernham visited the York Road Project (YRP) – one of our 
‘Outward Giving’ charities.

I was delighted to receive a personal 
invitation to visit YRP on World 

Homeless Day, October 10th. The same 
week, gifts from St.Mary’s Harvest 
Festival service, pictured below, were 
delivered as usual to the Resource 
Centre and gratefully received.
Having been a volunteer there some 
years ago, until Covid prevented access, 
I was particularly interested to see how 
the Resource Centre (formerly known 
as ‘The Prop’) had been transformed 
to better serve the needs of a growing 
number of clients.  The original space 
has been painted in soft pastels and re-
ordered to provide private consultation 
rooms as well as a communal area.  
Clients have access to laundry and 
showering facilities, and a nourishing 
hot meal. The Resource Centre feels 
welcoming, encouraging and cheerful.
I was greeted by a couple of enthusiastic 
clients eager to tell me their stories 
of progress- from finding themselves 
unexpectedly homeless to now looking 
forward to an imminent placement in 
temporary accommodation, from where 
they expected to find work and move 
forward with their lives. A ‘success table’ 
with past clients’ stories bore witness to 
the positive impact YRP had made; they 
could not speak too highly of the staff 
there, and of the consistent support of 
all kinds which helped restore them to 

being happy, independent members of 
society.
A couple of big improvements were 
evident as I spoke to the dedicated staff. 
As a volunteer, I had been helping to 
sort the clothing generously donated 
but often, alas, unsuitable for homeless 
people.  Now instead clients are given a 
voucher with which to choose and buy 
new clothes to fit and suit them. Much 
better! 
Also, individual self-help sessions from 
a professional life coach enable those 
whose self-esteem has inevitably taken a 
battering, to regain hope and confidence 
for the future.
YRP is a local initiative doing great things 
but relying on public generosity. Help 
is always welcome, from volunteers or 
online donations. For more information 
contact their website  
www.yorkroadproject.org.uk

★ £1,515 to York Road Project 
★ £3,600 to Horsell CofE Junior School
★ £500 to Engage
★ £500 to the Children's Society
★ £2,000 to Bible Reading Fellowship
★ £1,000 to A Rocha

★ £1,250 to Bible Society
★ £1,250 to Five Talents
★ £520 to Christian Aid 
★ £200 to Macmillan Cancer
★ Further ad-hoc donations were also   	
	 made during the year.

Outward Giving
Every year St Mary’s gives money locally, nationally and internationally. In 
2024 payments were: 

Harvest Festival
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PROSTATE CANCER
One Man dies every 45 minutes,

(10,000 each year)
• One in eight men will get Prostate Cancer during their lives,

the biggest cancer killer in men
• 85% of sufferers have no symptoms
• 35,000 men diagnosed each year
• 95% of men who have early detection are cured or gain control

What can be done?
• Don’t wait for symptoms
• Simple PSA Blood Test by our trained and qualified

volunteer phlebotomists
• Early detection saves lives
• Results usually within one week

Book a test
Online at cts.mypsatests.org.uk or use the QR code below

Cancer Testing South - cancertestingsouth.org

Father and Son Roofing Specialists 
with over 50 years of experience

 Tile Roofs  Slate Roofs 
 Specialist Leadworks  Flat Roofs
 Roof Repairs  Roof Maintenance 
 Storm Damage and Insurance Works 
 Roof Maintenance  Drone surveys  
 Chimney Repairs and Rebuilds 
 Fascias, Soffit and Guttering

For a free quotation call or email 
Fred at Woking: 07950 875 411
Chris at Odiham: 07904 270 313
Office: 01256 702428 
Email: info@princeroofing.co.uk 

Prince Roofing
RESTORE OFFICIAL
A CLEANER ALTERNATIVE

SUPERIOR 
CARPET &  

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

FREE CALL OUT 
QUOTATIONS

Call: Harry James: 07852 565644 
Email: restore@restoreofficial.com

Churchyard Cat

My mewing for St Mary’s starts with 
the Ancient Festival of Candlemas 

in early February, which marks the 
midpoint of winter. So, it should start 
to warm up soon, but maybe not until 
next month. My thick ginger fur keeps 
me warm, but I know my humans 
suffer in the winter due to their lack of 
fur, strange creatures that they are. 
March closes with Mothering Sunday, 
when traditionally younger humans 
give their mothers posies of flowers, 
which marks the start of summer, so 
not too long to wait until I can laze in 
the sunshine in my churchyard. I do 
think it looks in reasonable shape now, 

following the winter storms, which 
reeked a lot of damage, all cleared 
away by probationary service lads 
doing community payback work. 
I hope to see you in my Church at 
Candlemas, Mothering Sunday, when 
younger humans can collect posies 
for their mothers, or any time during 
the build-up to Lent or during Lent, 
when there is always a lot going on, 
especially for 
the younger 
humans.
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Bible Matters

The second in a series of articles by 
Roy Wernham, Licenced Lay Minister

Renovating or refreshing your home? 
Experience the best in bespoke, made-to-measure soft furnishings. Call now

for an in-home design consultation or visit our shop in Horsell.
Let Sophie Sews turn your interior vision into a stunning reality.

76 High Street, Horsell, Surrey, GU21 4SZ 
01483 598056 www.sophiesews.com

Renovating or refreshing your home? 
Experience the best in bespoke, made-to-measure soft furnishings. Call now

for an in-home design consultation or visit our shop in Horsell.
Let Sophie Sews turn your interior vision into a stunning reality.

76 High Street, Horsell, Surrey, GU21 4SZ 
01483 598056 www.sophiesews.com

Renovating or refreshing your home? 
Experience the best in bespoke, made-to-measure soft furnishings. Call now

for an in-home design consultation or visit our shop in Horsell.
Let Sophie Sews turn your interior vision into a stunning reality.

76 High Street, Horsell, Surrey, GU21 4SZ 
01483 598056 www.sophiesews.com

Renovating or refreshing your home? 
Experience the best in bespoke, made-to-measure soft furnishings. Call now

for an in-home design consultation or visit our shop in Horsell.
Let Sophie Sews turn your interior vision into a stunning reality.

76 High Street, Horsell, Surrey, GU21 4SZ 
01483 598056 www.sophiesews.com

Renovating or refreshing your home? 
Experience the best in bespoke,  
made-to-measure soft furnishings.  
Call now for an in-home design 
consultation or visit our shop  
in Horsell.
Let Sophie Sews turn your interior 
vision into a stunning reality.

CONTACT
76 High Street, Horsell, Surrey, GU21 4SZ

01483 598056
www.sophiesews.com

Renovating or refreshing your home? 
Experience the best in bespoke, made-to-measure soft furnishings. Call now

for an in-home design consultation or visit our shop in Horsell.
Let Sophie Sews turn your interior vision into a stunning reality.

76 High Street, Horsell, Surrey, GU21 4SZ 
01483 598056 www.sophiesews.com

Horsell Matters: Next Edition April /May 2025
Copy to be sent by 1st March by email please to: stmaryshorsell@btinternet.com

Advertising: please contact Sales at Knaphill Print, Tel: 01483 474900 or email: sales@knaphillprint.com
The Horsell Matters team extend their grateful thanks to Knaphill Print Co Ltd  

for producing this not-for-profit Parish magazine.
The views expressed by contributors to the magazine are not necessarily those  of the PCC of St. Mary’s Church. All advertisements are accepted in good faith.

The Old Testament of the Bible is 
a collection of writings that date 

from before the time of Jesus and 
were known to him as ‘The Scriptures’. 
They were probably written between 
around 1000 BC and 200 BC. Some of 
them started life as oral traditions. The 
Old Testament contains historical texts 
as well as prophecy, prayers, hymns, 
theology and philosophy. It tells of the 
development of the Hebrew people’s 
relationship with God and points the 
way to the coming of Jesus as God’s 
Messiah (anointed one).
The first five books tell of the giving of 
the Hebrew law to Moses, primarily 
the ten commandments, which are in 
the book of Exodus chapter 20. The 
key principle in the law is the challenge 
that we should love God with all our 
heart and our neighbours as ourselves. 
The historical sections contain 
accounts that mostly accord well with 
current archaeological findings. There 
is a hymn book, the Psalms, many of 

which are attributed to King David 
although they may not have all been 
written by him. There is a section 
of philosophical writings, books like 
Proverbs and Job. 
The final writings are by teachers 
known collectively as the prophets 
who tried to interpret historical events 
and explain what God was telling the 
Hebrews and the rest of the human 
race about how to live Godly lives. 
Perhaps the best-known and most 
admired of the prophetic books is 
the work of Isaiah, especially the 
magnificent chapters 40 – 65 of the 
book. 
The New Testament authors harked 
back to the Old Testament, the 
prophetic sections especially, for 
inspiration as did Jesus in his teaching. 
As the Old Testament draws to a close 
it increasingly points to the coming of 
Jesus, especially the final book, that of 
Malachi.
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In March 1878 Spencer was appointed 
an overseer at the Horsell Petty 
Sessions.  In 1881 he died suddenly of 
a disease of the heart, followed shortly 
by his son Charles Spencer Carstairs, 
aged 25, both were buried in the 
churchyard.  Alicia stayed in the house 
until her death in 1901, aged 84, along 
with her daughters who died there in 
1922 and 1927.
After the death of the last of the 
daughters, the house had several 
occupants, mostly for short periods, 
the last one leaving in 1957 for 
the house to become unoccupied 
until eventually bought by Woking 
Methodist Church for a new church to 
replace that in Commerical Road, and 

this was opened 
on a site on 
the plot nearer 
Brewery Road 
in 1965.  The 
whole site had 
also contained 
Alwyne Cottage, 
which was 
replaced in the 
1970s by the 
apartments of 
Alwyne Court 
which thus 
continued the name linked with  
the family.
Rosemary and Richard Christophers

Grave Matters

By the path from Wilson Way to the Church, near the 
back gate to the Vicarage, is a rather battered stone, 
the base of a cross, parts of which are heaped up 
behind it, forming the grave of Spencer Compton and 
his wife, Alicia. 

The name appears quite splendid 
and is shared by Spencer Compton 

the second Prime Minister of Great 
Britain after Robert Walpole in 1742-
43, and by others such as Spencer 
Joshua Alwyne Compton, 2nd 
Marquess of Northampton (1790-
1851) – whose name also includes that 
of the family home in Brewery Road.  
Our Spencer must have had some 
family connection to this noble house, 
but the actual link eludes us. He was 
baptised in Stepney in 1814, the son 
of Charles Spencer Compton, a Devon 
man, who is described as a master 
mariner.   Little is known of his youth; 
in 1839 he may have been Registrar
of the Supreme Court of Bombay 
(now Mumbai), but he could also in 
1841 have become the father of Annie 
Clarke Compton with his future wife 
Alicia Watson back in Devon.   He 
returned to England to marry Alicia at 
Kennington, in August 1852, but he 
could have returned to India for a short 
time, as a prothonotary in the Bombay 
Supreme Court.  He was established at 
Alwyne House by 1858.  
Spencer retained his interests in India, 
now largely financial, as he is described 
in the 1861 census as land, fund and
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“I am the vine; you are the branches.
If you remain in me and I in you, you
will bear much fruit; apart from me

you can do nothing.”

St Mary’s verse of the year
John  15:5

Alicia Spenser Compton Jr  
Grave

stockholder, redefined in 1871 as 
‘East India merchant’.  His house 
had originally been built as a Baptist 
Church, with a school and master’s 
house adjoining, but these had closed 
by 1854 and the plan of the chapel 
on Edward Ryde’s 1851 map and the 
photograph of the house in its final 
days shows the house occupying the 
same footprint as the chapel and 
having rather ecclesiastical windows.  
The first references to Spencer’s living 
there are his paying tax in 1858 and 
the sad one of the burial of an infant 
son in Horsell churchyard, Herbert 
Alwyne, aged 11 weeks in January 
1859. In happier times Spencer 
was involved in arranging for floral 
decorations to brighten the room at 
a concert in the Horsell schoolroom 
in 1874 at which his daughters, Alicia 
and Annie, played a piano duet.  In 
October 1877 the ‘Surrey Advertiser’ 
reported a burglary at the house, with 
the ground floor being ransacked and 
the burglars drinking some of the best 
wine in the house. 

Charles Spencer Compton 
Grave
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Lawn Care 
Tree Care 
Hedge Cutting 
Fencing 
Weeding 
Feeding 

Beds 
Borders 
Planting 
Regular 
   Maintenance 
Logs for sale 

Does your garden need the personal touch? 
Local gardener now working in your area 
available to assist with all your garden needs. 
For all enquiries please contact Julie on: 

01483 836490 /07850 423585 
Fully Insured, References available. 

THE  
IRON LADY

39, High Street, Woking,  
GU21 4UD

T: 07900 567000
E: kassie44@hotmail.com

K N A P H I L L  P R  I N T  C O .  L T D .

t h e  k n a p h i l l  p r i n t i n g  c o m p a n y  l i m i t e d

t h e  p r i n t i n g  w o r k s   1 6  l o w e r  g u i l d f o r d  r o a d ,  k n a p h i l l ,  w o k i n g ,  s u r r e y  g u 2 1  2 e g
t  0 1 4 8 3  4 7 4 9 0 0  f  0 1 4 8 3  7 9 7 2 6 3  e  s a l e s @ k n a p h i l l p r i n t . c o m   w w w . k n a p h i l l p r i n t . c o m

Where Imagination Takes Shape: Printing Everything Imaginable

BANNERS – Are you seeking a visually captivating method to enhance the visibility 
of their business or brand during their upcoming event?
Compact and easy to transport making them ideal for exhibitions, trade shows, 
conferences, and any other event where you need to make a lasting impression.
Look no further than our extensive assortment of premium roller banners!
BANNER DESIGN – we can take care of that too – our creative team can create 
custom designs that align with your clients’ branding and message goals.

Call: 01483 474900     www.knaphillprint.com

BANNERS         CLOTHING            MAGAZINES      BRANDED GIFTS         MENUS

• Five function fan oven
• Touch control, LED display
• New air circulation system
• H59.5 x W59.4 x D56.7cm

• Quick programmes
• Folding plate supports
• Child safety lock, sliding cutlery basket
• H85 x W59.8 x D60cm

• 75 litre main fan oven
• 38 litre top oven
• Full width variable grill
• H89 x W59.4 x D56.7cm

• 145 L fridge, 68 L freezer
• 3 clear freezer drawers
• 3 glass shelves, salad bin
• H152.8 x W54 x D57.5cm

CIFY81X

DVN05C20W 

CDFY22309X

CCFM4552W

£229.00

£259.00

£379.00

£349.99

Built-in
Single
Oven

13 Place
Setting
Dishwasher

Built-in
Double
Oven

Frost Free 
Fridge
Freezer

Only

Only

Only

Only

2 Year Guarantee
A Energy Rating

1 Year Guarantee
E Energy Rating

2 Year Guarantee
A Energy Rating

1 Year Guarantee
E Energy Rating

YOUR LOCAL DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SUPERSTORE

01483 475000 • www.rsmdomesticappliances.com

1-2 Albion Parade, High Street, Knaphill, GU21 2PS

Also in Guildford, Ashtead and Epsom Downs

WINTER OFFERS
at your local independent electrical retailer

Terms and Conditions apply. Sold as an agent of Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability 
while stocks last. Delivery and installation charges may apply. Exclusions and radius apply. See in store for full details.

Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2025. 
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STAY IN TOUCH
St Mary’s Parish Office is open

Tuesday 9am to 4pm
Wednesday & Friday 9am to 1pm

Telephone: 01483 772134

Visit our website at
stmarys-horsell.org.uk

Follow us on Facebook
StMarysChurchHorsell

Email us:
stmaryshorsell@btinternet.com

childrenandfamiliesstmarys@gmail.com

Our services are streamed via You Tube
@stmaryshorsell
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Christmas Tree Festival Results

Children’s group
1st Wishing You An Egg-cellent Christmas..........Bright Horizons Teddies Woking Day 		
........................................................................................................Nursery & Pre-School 
.........................................................................This entry won the most votes overall, too
2nd The Beavers’ Late En-Tree...................................1st Horsell Adventurers Beavers
3rd Many Hands...................................................................Horsell & Woking Childminders

School
1st Winter Wonderland...................................................Halstead St. Andrew’s School
2nd The Elves and the Shoemaker...........................Horsell Village School
3rd Huge Hearts and Helping Hands.......................Horsell CofE Junior School Young Carers

Family
1st Step into Christmas Treepee................................The Butler Family

Individual
1st The Lav-a-Tree...............................................................W. Closet
2nd The Chris Mouse Family Tree.............................Chris Mouse & His Family
3rd Heavenly Family..........................................................Karen Saunsbury

Child
1st Paddington’s Christmas .........................................Emma & Susannah Wicks
2nd Christmas Corner .....................................................Emma & Susannah Wicks
3rd Royal’s Christmas Tree ...........................................Mary & Abi

Adult group
1st Hope For A Brighter Future..................................Horsell Afternoon W.I.
2nd The Bell Fact-Tree......................................................Horsell Church Bell Ringers
3rd Seedar Tree....................................................................Horsell Village Horsell Village Evening W.I.

About 1200 people of all ages came into St Mary’s on the 6th and 7th of 
December to enjoy the creativity of the trees on display. The winners in each 
category are set out below. Well done and thank you to everyone who took part, 
including the exhibitors, raffle prize donators, the voters and visitors. 

Ancient trees are precious. There is little else on Earth that plays host to such a 
rich community of life within a single living organism. ( Sir David Attenborough)
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Garden Matters

As the new gardening year begins, ensure your plants have the 
correct growing conditions.

The obvious starting point 
is the soil, and I want 

to be certain that mine 
remains in good condition 
regardless of extreme 
weather conditions. 
Provided that the ground is 
not frozen or waterlogged, 
mulch, preferably using 
homemade organic compost, 
can be spread over bare 
patches. This is teeming with 
life, full of microorganisms 
required to nourish the soil. 
Healthy, fertile soil with a 
good structure allows plants 
to absorb water and mineral 
nutrients and encourages 
strong growth. If homemade 
compost is in short supply, 
allowing non-invasive annual 
weeds such as chickweed to 
grow between plants will, as 
with mulch, help protect the 
soil from heavy rain, wind 
and UV radiation, retain 
moisture and keep surface 
temperatures mild. As other 
plants grow, the weeds (it 
seems wrong to call them 
that as they are so useful) 

can be chopped down 
at soil level (preferably 
before they have set too 
much seed) and left on 
the surface or composted. 
The nutrients they 
have accumulated will 
benefit the soil/compost. 
(Further information 
can be found at https://
livingpermaculturepnw.
com/weeds-good-for-soil-
and-helpful-indicators/). 
Annuals like calendulas 
and green manures such 
as clover can be sown in 
March and will have the 
same effect. Furthermore, 
calendula roots repel some 
pests such as asparagus 
beetle and the vigorous 
root opens the soil; clover 
fixes nitrogen, releasing 
nutrients back into the 
soil and improving its 
structure. Isn't nature 
clever?  
I wish you all a good start 
to your growing year. 
Elna Broe

 

 YOGA  
   Mondays     10:30 & 18:30 Pilates 

11:30 & 19:30 Yoga 
      Tuesdays  11:30 Pilates 
   Wednesday 11:30 Yoga - Beginner 
  Thursdays    10:00 Pilates 
      11:00 Yoga  
       Horsell Village Hall High St, GU21 4SS 

Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com 
Weekly classes throughout the year. 

Fun and friendly environment for all abilities as 
alternatives are given.  Classes based on sound 

physiotherapy practices. Strengthen and lengthen your 
muscles.  There is nothing like a live class where 

strangers have fun and become friends. 
Discounts on block booking

Y   GA

Fun and friendly environment for all abilities. Weekly classes based on sound  
physiotherapy practice. There is nothing like a live class where strangers have fun  

and become friends. Discounts on block booking.

Email: yogabyshen@gmail.com
www.yogabyshen.co.uk

Corporate events and Life Coaching

Mondays  10:30 & 18:30 Pilates
  11.30 & 19.30 Yoga
Tuesdays  11:30 Pilates
Wednesdays  11:30 Yoga – Beginner
Thursdays  09:30 Yoga
  10.30 Pilates 

Caring for the environment by gardening naturally is one of the most satisfying and 
worthwhile occupations we can find. (Bob Flowerdew)

A group of common chickweed 
with small white blossoms

White clover

Calendula flower
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Ingredients:
2 leeks finely chopped, sautéed 
until softened
500g self-raising flour   
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon dried parsley
½ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon black pepper
110g cold unsalted butter, cut into 
small pieces   
175g grated cheddar cheese
200ml water
A little milk to brush on top

Inspire Kitchens, based on Knaphill High 
Street, recently brought some festive 

cheer to the community with their 'Win 
a Kitchen' competition. The incredible 
prize, valued at £15,000, includes a kitchen 
complete with NEFF appliances and 
luxurious quartz worktops.
The competition was open to customers 
who placed their kitchen order before 
December 13th. Among the hopeful 
participants were Shobin and Sneha from 
West End, Woking, who placed their order 
back in November. Sneha joked at the time 
that winning would make the perfect early 
birthday present for her husband, but he 
remained sceptical, saying, "We never win 
anything."
However, luck was on their side! Just days 
before Christmas, Jamie Baker, owner of 

Inspire Kitchens, 
paid the couple 
a visit under 
the guise of 
resolving an 
invoice issue. To their astonishment, he 
revealed the real reason for his visit — 
they had won the competition! "This is the 
best Christmas present we could ever have 
received," the delighted couple said.
The dream kitchen installation is scheduled 
to begin in mid-January, and Inspire 
Kitchens is excited to help the family 
transform their space.
While this competition has come to 
an end, Inspire Kitchens continues to 
welcome new customers in 2025. Visit 
them on Knaphill High Street to see how 
they can bring your kitchen dreams to life!

Inspire Kitchens Competition
Lucky Local Couple Wins Dream Kitchen

Recipe – An Easy Leek and Cheese Scone Loaf
This recipe makes one giant scone-shaped loaf, with a prep time of 20 minutes 
and cooking time of about 30 - 35 minutes. Serve with butter.Delicious with soup.

Method: Preheat oven to 200°C (fan). Line a baking 
tray with parchment paper. Place sliced leek in a pan 
with a drizzle of oil – fry for 5 minutes until soft. 
Combine dry ingredients in a large bowl. Cut in the 
cold butter using a pastry blender or your fingers 
until the mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Mix in 
the grated cheddar cheese and sautéed leeks. 
Add the water, using your hands to mix it until you 
have a smoothish dough. Be careful not to overmix. 
Place the dough on a large greased or lined baking 
tray and press it down until you have a thick circle or 
oblong shape. Brush the top of the loaf with a little 
milk. 
Bake for 30 – 35 minutes, or until golden brown 
and a skewer comes out clean. Leave to cool before 
cutting into wedges whilst still warm. 
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Book Review

The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah is an uncomfortably good read.

24

It is a powerful and poignant 
historical fiction novel set in 1930s 

America that follows the story of Elsa 
Martinelli, a young woman from rural 
Texas, navigating the challenges of 
the Great Depression and the Dust 
Bowl. Hannah's vivid storytelling and 
rich character development bring this 
tumultuous period to life, making it a 
compelling and unforgettable read.
The novel's central character, Elsa, is 
complex and multifaceted. She is a 
strong and determined woman who is 
forced to make difficult choices as she 
strives to provide for her family. Elsa's 
journey is one of resilience, courage, 
and unwavering hope, even in the 
face of adversity. Her struggles with 
poverty, loss, and the harsh realities 
of the Dust Bowl make her a relatable 
and sympathetic character.

Another key character is Elsa's 
husband, Roy. While initially 
supportive, Roy becomes increasingly 
overwhelmed by their circumstances. 
His struggles with alcoholism and 
his inability to cope with adversity 
add depth and complexity to the 
story, albeit Roy’s character is 
underdeveloped.

The supporting characters, such as 
Elsa's mother-in-law and her children, 

also play significant roles in the 
story. Their struggles and triumphs 
contribute to the overall narrative 
and highlight the impact of the Great 
Depression on individuals and families.

Overall, The Four Winds is a well-
crafted and emotionally charged novel, 
a poignant portrayal of the human 
spirit during times of great hardship. 
Its pace is uneven in places and the 
ending is abrupt, but this does not 
detract from the book's vivid historical 
setting, compelling characters, and 
exploration of themes of resilience, 
family, migration, prejudice, extreme 
poverty and the American Dream.
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Call freephone

0808 223 5352
Find us online

caringhomes.org

Discover the peace of mind that comes with trusted nursing care tailored 
to your individual needs. Our dedicated team of nurses are committed 
to providing personalised care in a warm and supportive environment, 
ensuring your wellbeing and comfort every step of the way.  
Experience the difference at Horsell Lodge Care Home.

Kettlewell Hill, Woking, Surrey, GU21 4JA

Providing 
trusted nursing 
care, tailored  
to you

This rating is correct at time of print

BOOK A
VISIT TODAY

NEW
 NURSING  

SUITE NOW
 OPEN
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CONVEYANCING AND PROBATE 
PRACTITIONERS

We offer the below services to our clients, conducted 
in a friendly, professional, supportive manner. We are 
excellent communicators using both technology and 

traditional standards of service to suit our clients. 

• PROPERTY LAW SPECIALISTS
 • SELLING AND/OR BUYING A PROPERTY 

• REMORTGAGES • TRANSFERS • PROBATE
• WILLS • DECLARATION OF TRUSTS
• LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

• COMMISSIONERS FOR OATHS 

Please telephone or email for a free estimate or  
for further information. 

Business Hours: 9am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday
Free Parking

T: 01483 485700 F: 01483 485701
E: info@lyonsandcompany.co.uk
6 Anchor Crescent, Knaphill, Woking,  

Surrey GU21 2PD

www.wokingfunerals.co.uk

Woking Funeral Service

  Horsell

Proudly serving your local community 
since 1880

Woking Funeral Service are here to support and guide you. 
We offer a friendly, professional service to families.

01483 355 752
78 High Street
GU21 4SZ

Call or visit our team in branch. 
Rachel Chambers and Debby 
Loughman are on hand to offer  
their experience and local 
knowledge to support you with       
all your bereavement needs.

• 24-hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Private chapel of rest
• Floral tributes
• Memorial masonry
• Home visits
• Prepaid funeral plans
• International repatriation

We are here to help 24 hours a day.

Offering private and comfortable care suites 
complete with a seating area, dining room and 
kitchenette, where Residents can enjoy quality 
time with their loved ones.

To find more information on the care we can offer 
you or your loved one, please visit our website, or 
contact our Home Manager, Kate Patterson.

Offering:

• Memory care

• Comfortable day rooms

• Hair salon

• 9.7 carehome.co.uk user rating

W hc-one.co.uk
T  0333 321 4796
E  careline@hc-one.co.uk
A  Kettlewell Hill, Chobham Road, Woking, 

Surrey, GU21 4HX

Kettlewell House is a friendly care home located in a 
quiet residential area near Woking, offering residential 
memory and nursing memory care for older ladies and gentlemen.

Your Local Chartered Surveyors

RICS HomeBuyer Reports 

Building Surveys 

Valuations  

All Types Of Buildings 

Over 30 Years Experience 

Call Or Visit Us Today For A  
Competitive Quote 

Frazers Surveyors Ltd 
Thornash House, 37 High St, Horsell, GU21 4UR 

T: 01483 730909  E: surveying@frazers.co.uk 
www.frazers.co.uk  

07952 668959
girls-on-tap.co.uk

Plumbers
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Repairs, Replacements
New Installations

22
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BOOK ONLINE:  www.motormechguildford.co.uk
OR CALL: 01483 502671

Unit 1H, Cathedral Hill Industrial Estate,  
Guildford, Surrey GU2 7YB

Vehicle Service & Repairs to all leading makes

MOT TEST £39.00

FREE BRAKE AND 
BATTERY CHECK**

COMPLETE 
SERVICE* 
£189.00  

INC. VAT

STANDARD 
SERVICE* 

£119.00  
INC. VAT

COMPLETE 
SERVICE & 

 MOT*

£229.00  
INC. VAT

STANDARD 
SERVICE & 

MOT* 
£139.00  

INC. VAT

Our Service Team will be happy to provide you a quotation and make  a booking. You can also book online. All makes and models. 
* Terms & Conditions apply. We will report to you if the spark plugs require changing.  
* We’ll collect and deliver your vehicle Free of charge within a 5 mile radius of GU2 7YB. The Complete and Standard service offer 

includes all makes and models up to engine size 2000cc. Additional surcharges will apply for larger engine sizes.  
** Free Brake and Battery Check with Complete Service and Complete Service with MOTBOOK ONLINE:  www.motormechguildford.co.uk

OR CALL: 01483 502671
Unit 1H, Cathedral Hill Industrial Estate,  

Guildford, Surrey GU2 7YB

Vehicle Service & Repairs to all leading makes

MOT TEST £39.00

FREE BRAKE AND 
BATTERY CHECK**

COMPLETE 
SERVICE* 
£189.00  

INC. VAT

STANDARD 
SERVICE* 

£119.00  
INC. VAT

COMPLETE 
SERVICE & 

 MOT*

£229.00  
INC. VAT

STANDARD 
SERVICE & 

MOT* 
£139.00  

INC. VAT

Our Service Team will be happy to provide you a quotation and make  a booking. You can also book online. All makes and models. 
* Terms & Conditions apply. We will report to you if the spark plugs require changing.  
* We’ll collect and deliver your vehicle Free of charge within a 5 mile radius of GU2 7YB. The Complete and Standard service offer 

includes all makes and models up to engine size 2000cc. Additional surcharges will apply for larger engine sizes.  
** Free Brake and Battery Check with Complete Service and Complete Service with MOT

ELECTRICIAN/HOME 
MAINTENANCE

Sockets, lights to full 
re-wires. Painting, 
tiling, and plaster 

repairs etc.

No job too small. Reliable.
Tim Dear  

01483 762967  
or 07973 777332

To start your eye care journey, call Penny & Hayter Opticians on 
01483 475205, or visit: www.pennyandhayter.co.uk

• Independent Optician’s
• Personalized service
• Warm & friendly approach
• Highest standards of eyecare
• Latest equipment
• A wide selection of frames, 

glasses lenses and contact 
lenses

	 Independent Opticians
	 Personalized service
	 Warm & friendly approach
	 Highest standards of eyecare
	 Latest equipment
	 A wide selection of frames, 

glasses lenses and contact lenses

To start your eye care journey,  
call Penny & Hayter Opticians on  

01483 475205, or visit:  
www.pennyandhayter.co.uk

PENNY & HAY TER
O P T I C I A N S

3 Albion Parade, High Street, Knaphill 
Woking, Surrey, GU21 2PS

info@pennyandhayter.co.uk

Graduate:  
Royal College of Music 
and University of Oxford

• Based in Woking
• Experience with all ages
• Face-to-face and Zoom
• Double vaccinated

Grading exams / conservatoire 
entrance. DBS checked  

and ISM registered

CONTACT
Emmanuel Bach: 07903 582483 
Emmanuel.F.Bach@gmail.com

Violin  
Teaching

Halstead St Andrew’s School
An independent co-ed school for ages 2-16 in Woking, Surrey

Book a personal tour of our school by scanning the 
QR code or emailing our Admissions Team

admissions@hsaschool.co.uk.

Follow us @halsteadstandrews
www.hsaschool.co.uk |  01483 760943

Fee caps &discountsavailable

Book a tour



WHY SHOULD YOU 
CHOOSE SEYMOURS?

Knowledgeable Local Staff           
Our staff live nearby to offer 
 unrivalled local knowledge and 
expertise when you move.

Unrivalled Marketing        
Attract the best buyers with high 
quality marketing photos, videos, 
brochures and social media. 

National & London Buyers        
Get exclusive access to buyers 
 from 800 Guild member agents 
 across the UK and London.

Property Finder Services        
Sell with Seymours and we’ll 
prioritise your search to find 
your dream home.

No.1 In Surrey      
We’re proud to help more people 
move in our local community  
than any of our competitors.

Supporter of Local Charities       
Enjoy peace of mind working  
with an agent that supports  local 
schools and charities.

Partner Owned & Run
Because we’re Partner run, the 
owner of the business will be 
personally involved in your sale.

20 Seymours Offices
All the care and attention of a 
local independent with the vast 
selling power of our network.

Lloyd Moss 
Partner

James Taylor 
Partner

Seymours Horsell
01483 755222  |  sales@seymours-horsell.co.uk

If you’re thinking of selling, please call us for a free 
market appraisal of your property. 
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