IMPORTANT NOTICE 
EXTRACT   FROM   DIOCESAN CHURCHYARD REGULATIONS 2005 

Attention is drawn to the Churchyard Regulations 2005 made by the Chancellor of the Diocese which came into force on 1 January 2005.  The Regulations provide guidance on the procedure for burials and the interment of cremated remains within the churchyard and on the types of memorials and other items which may be introduced.   A full copy of the Churchyard Regulations is available to view at the Guildford Diocesan website www.cofeguildford.org.uk  or at the Parish Office .

Our churchyards are places of great beauty and historical value, and the Regulations are designed to maintain and enhance these values.  There are also practical reasons for some of the rules, to allow ease of maintenance.  The family of the deceased bear the cost of providing and maintaining memorials but they do not own the grave space, the churchyard being the legal property of the Vicar. The PCC has the task of keeping the churchyard in good order.

Memorials    The Vicar has discretion to authorise the erection of a headstone which falls within the guidelines summarised below, but may refuse such permission if considered detrimental to the churchyard . No memorial should be erected within 6 months of a burial.  Applications should be made on form CR1, available from a stonemason or from the Parish Office .  Permission is always required and no work should be ordered or put in hand until permission has been granted.   The Vicar has no discretion to allow the erection of a headstone which falls outside the guidelines;  in such cases individuals may apply for a Faculty, and advice will be given .  In the event of any memorial being placed in the churchyard without the written consent of the Vicar, or a Faculty, those responsible may be required to remove the same and pay the costs.

 Guidelines  - materials and design   Memorials must be of weathering natural stone or slate or hardwood , harmonising with the surroundings. The stone shall not be finished with a polished or reflecting surface,  and may not be black , dark grey or red .  No memorials or vases shall be of synthetic stone or plastic.  Memorials may comprise a simple headstone, cross, stone vase, or urn.   A stone wedge or stone book would require a Faculty. Information on maximum and minimum permissible dimensions of memorials together with guidance on base stones, foundations and inscriptions, can be read in  Appendix A of the Regulations .

 Exclusions    There are many practical reasons (e.g. maintenance, appearance) why horizontal ledgers, raised kerbs, railings and stone or other chippings are no longer permitted as part of memorials. Similarly memorials in the shape of a statue or bird bath, or including any image of the deceased or any photograph or coloured drawing are specifically excluded from the Vicar's delegated authority.

 Maintenance   The surface of the churchyard shall be kept, as far as possible, level and free from mounds.  The PCC may, at its discretion, level the ground at any time more than 12 months after the latest interment in the grave.  Bulbs and small annual plants may be planted in the soil of a grave within the area previously excavated. Plants or flowers may be placed in a removable sunken container, but unless they are kept tidy the grave may be treated as part of the turf and mown over. 
Wreaths or cut flowers may be laid directly on any grave or placed in any vase authorised by these Regulations.   Artificial flowers of good quality may be placed on a grave at the discretion of the Vicar and PCC, but both natural and artificial flowers will deteriorate after periods of time.  The PCC may remove flowers of whatever kind and wreaths at their discretion if judged unsightly and all artificial flowers after 2 months.  Any power exercisable by the PCC under these Regulations may be delegated by the PCC to a person or persons deputed to care for the day to day upkeep and maintenance of the churchyard.                                                 

